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a thousand years. Ranthambor is our mother. Woe befall any-
one who tries to take it by force, as also him who surrenders it
out of cowardice.
It is not recorded anywhere how the Raja was able to clip the
wings of the hawks in his camp. What we are told is that the
negotiations ended successfully. Within three days, the fort was
presented to Akbar as if on a platter, and that Surjan Rai and
his sons were given extensive Jagirs in the east. Abul Fazl extolls
to the skies the Emperor's large-heartedness and diplomatic skill,
and says with apparent pride that "the Lord of the age achieved
without bloodshed in a month what took the great Sultan Ala-ud-
Din Khilji over five thousand dead and a year to attain.9*
There are so many blanks and question-marks in Abui Fazl's
account that one is inclined to disbelieve it. Though in both ver-
sions, Surjan Rai comes out as a faint-hearted self-seeker, yet the
story given by Colonel Tod appears more credible. Also it fits in
well with Akbar's practice of using disguise as a device in the art
of governance; it too leaves some blanks and unanswered queries,
but these do not generate the type of incredulity that Abul Fazl's
version does.
The broad fact is that Ranthambor fell to Akbar without a
serious fight. Militarily, the fort was important to him as a spring-
board for further thrusts in the south. Its possession also brought
to him a degree of prestige which advanced his status politically.
What was perhaps more, a dent in the authority of Mewar and its
feudatory was a source of solace to the Jaipur princes who had
hitched their fortunes, for better or for worse, to the court at Agra*
Akbar valued their support. He did not want them to be singled
out as black sheep by their .compatriots. Surjan Rai's defection
soon resulted in many Rajput houses aligning themselves, through
marriage or otherwise, with the Mughals. Mewar continued to be
the only exception. In Rana Pratap Akbar found one who was
more than his match in tenacity and will-power.